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Notes from the President

 March 5, 2010
Someone’s Getting Married
Next week we will be saying good bye to Angie here at the office.  A couple of weeks ago Angie surprised us with the news that she had got engaged and would be moving to Des Moines, Iowa.  While she was not here long, we enjoyed our time with Angie and appreciate the work she did for Outdoor Connection.  We wish her the best in her new endeavors.

Top Sellers
The sales standings have been updated on the agent site to now include February sales figures.  Listed below are some of the top sellers for the month.
Franchise of the Month - Howard Gulick (OC-KY) Congrats to Howard for a fine month of sales.  For topping the sales chart in February, Howard will be receiving a long sleeve OC shirt.
Howard Gulick (OC-KY) - 1 mule deer hunter to Flying B, and 7 cast n blast clients to Flying B
Greg Ray (OC-OK) - 12 fishermen to Anglers Inn, 7 turkey hunters to NTBB, and 4 elk hunters to Pack String
Chris Lemke (OC-MN) - 7 elk hunters to Bear Creek
Bryan Wilmer (OC-MN) - 3 fishermen to Young’s, 6 mule deer hunter to Two Leggin’s
Linda Jones and Billy Roy (OC-PA) - 3 elk hunters to Pack String, 1 alligator/whitetail deer/hog hunter to Red Bluff Lodge and 1 hog/deer hunter to Red Bluff Lodge
Mark Elpers (OC-KS) - 1 caribou hunter to Leaf River, 5 turkey hunters to NTBB, and 5 hunters to Two Waters Safaris
Ron Diersen (OC-KY) - 5 fishermen to Great Alaska, 1 hunter to Saddle Springs, 2 whitetail deer hunters to Teays Valley and 2 bear hunters to Big Antler
Larry Boll (OC-WI) - 1 mountain lion hunter to Saddle Springs, 1 dall sheep hunter to Hidden Alaska, 3 antelope hunters to Fairview, 1 bear hunter to Big Antler, and 4 fishermen to Tanaku
Steve Ellenson and Frank Calta (OC-MN) - 5 elk hunters to Bear Creek, 1 deer/hog hunter to Pennington Creek, 1 mountain lion hunter to Express UU Bar, and 1 turkey hunter to Ranger Creek Ranch

Sign of the Times
 OK, I just knocked on a piece of wood.  February’s sales figure closed at $300,215.00.  The last month we closed over $300K in sales was March of 2008 – almost 24 months ago.  We have ridden the waves up and down for two years; maybe this is a sign of good things to come.  Thanks to all of you for making this happen and we look forward to the next $400K month!!!!!  Keep up the good work.
Convention
The date and location have been set for the 22ndAnnual OC Convention.  Join the OC crew this summer at Tan Tar A Resort (www.tan-tar-a.com) on the dates of June 2-5, 2010.  We are booking boats for fishing on Wed and Thurs (2nd and 3rd) and the events will begin on Thursday evening.  Back this year is the Wild Game Feed.  Be sure to pack you favorite dish and bring enough to share.  We are getting commitments already from destinations that will be joining us including Habitat Flats and Aqua Adventures Panama.   Don’t wait – call or email Tracey ASAP to lock in your room.  We went shopping this year to make sure the convention was affordable to all.  We hope to see you there.
Streiff’s
I wanted to take a minute here to relay how effective our partnership with Streiff Sporting Goods can be if you use the service.  I have a group of friends heading with me to Habitat Flats on Monday for a snow goose hunt.  I needed some steel shells for the hunt, so of course I shot an e-mail to Conway Marvin at Streiff’s.  This was on Monday of this week.  He told me to let him know what I needed by 10am Tuesday and he could have them shipped to me (free of charge) direct from Federal and they would be here on Friday.  Well, just received them and will be delivering them to my group on Monday when we meet in Missouri.  Once I received the prices from Conway, I simply e-mailed my group and ended up ordering over 8 cases of shotgun shells.  My clients saved money, I kept them out of Cabela’s and I heard a great deal of “thank you’s” from my buddies for them not having to go out looking for steel shot around town.  So, all in all, a winning deal for everyone involved.  It literally was too easy, a couple of e-mails and the next thing I know, UPS pulled in this afternoon with cases of shotgun shells.  If you ever have any questions on how you can better use the service, Conway, Nick and the folks at Streiff’s offer, just shoot them a phone call or an email.

NRA Show
We are still looking for another franchise owner to work the OC booth at the NRA Annual Convention.  In 2010 the show will be held in Charlotte, North Carolina over the dates of May 14-16.  Outdoor Connection has a double booth (10X20) and has been present in this show for over 10 years.  Each year we invite the local franchise owner to join us however, this year, we won’t have that option as we currently do not have a franchise owner in Charlotte.  Ron Diersen (OC-KY) and Doug Canter (OC-KY) have both reserved a spot and at this point, we would like to offer the one remaining spot to work the OC booth at this show.  The cost to do so is $400 per franchise owner for the three day show.  If you are interested, please let me know as soon as possible to reserve your spot.  Last year, in Phoenix, the show drew over 63,000 people. 
They’re Back
A couple of the products we used to have available through Merrill are now available again through the office.

Many of you have asked about the Short Sleeve Angler shirts we used to have available.  We were able to place an order recently to bring some in for a few franchise owners who needed them, so at the same time we went ahead and upped the order so that we would have a few more here.  If you would like to order any, we have them in the sage color and the sand color.  At the moment, we have L and XL in stock.  The price is $25 per shirt.
We are in the process of reprinting the small, tri-fold client brochure.  They have information in them about OC's services to clients, different locations we book, pictures, etc.  At this time the price is $0.55 each unless we can get enough orders to jump to the next price point and then we would be looking at them costing about $.40 each.  We have a few orders from a handful of franchise owners at this time and hope to get a few more in.  
We will be making these items available on a General Store site soon.  If you have questions or would like to place a pre-order, call or e-mail Tracey.


Reports and Openings
Message from Bruce Rowe (OC-WI):
We just got back from the Florida hog hunt you booked for me and I want to let you know that the outfitter (Deep South Outfitters Billy Henderson)

gave us a great hunt. He put us on hogs and was very accommodating he was great in every aspect of the manner. His accommodations where top notch I can't say enough about how good he was everything promised was delivered and then some.

Basically I would recommend Billy as an outfitter to anyone. Had a great trip and experience with him

Please pass this around your organization.

Thanks 

John Miller Jr.
------------
Dropped Destination:  At this point we will be removing Pink Mountain Outfitters from the Approved Destination list.  We have lost communication with them and they have yet to provide 2010 rates.
------------
Congrats again to all OC franchise owners for taking the sales numbers up the chart to the $300,000 level!!!!

In the Outdoors,
Marc Glades
